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This paper aims to examine the characteristics of international exchange and the
differences in the level of internationalization in terms of the public official’s awareness
of local autonomies empirically and comparatively.

The international exchange as a means of internationalization of local government
has increased dramatically since 1990s. This trend has been affected both inaugurating
the local autonomy system internally and emerging trend of globalization
internationally. Also, the number and ratio of international exchange are different
among local autonomies. That is, the ratio of municipal government(si) international
exchange is very higher than that of other local governments(gu/gun) relatively.

Then, there are statistically meaningful differences in the official's awareness of
overall internationalization level as well as the international competitiveness, the
openness of overseas culture, and the importance of international task among local
authorities. Namely the public servants who are working in the municipal
government(si) recognize their government’s level of internationalization much higher
than other governments(gu/gun) officials aware the degree of their governments’
internationalization.
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